Australian Gateball Championships 2025

Gateball Australia hosted the Australian Gateball Championships 2025 in October at the Lake
Macquarie Croquet Centre with the Toronto Croquet Club. Petula Shun (NSW Gateball Coordinator)
and Philip Brown (VIC Gateball Coordinator) were the Tournament Manager and Tournament
Referee.

The event was supported by a grant provided by the Lake Macquarie Council to Toronto Croquet
Club which allowed for the hiring of a large marquee used as shelter for the players and the
purchase of other consumables used by the club in managing the large numbers of players a
Gateball event attracts.

Over 170 players attended the AGC 2025 over 4 days, 70 competed in the Doubles event on
Thursday 16" and Friday 17" October and 100 competed in the Team event on Saturday 18" and
Sunday 19" October.

Australian players came from NSW, ACT, QLD, VIC, SA and WA. International participants
represented Hong Kong, Chinese Taipei, Pakistan and Japan and included the Asia Pacific Gateball
Union Chairman and President of the Chinese Taipei Gateball Union, Mr Lin, the President and
Secretary General of the Pakistan Gateball and Croquet Association, Mr Ali and Mr Faisal, and the
President of the Tokyo Gateball Union, Mr Tanihiro.

The doubles event attracted 35 teams and was won by Glen and Kristina Whitehead (Canberra). The

runners up were Kaelan Sweatman (Moreton Bay) and Lee Wentworth (Southport). The team event
attracted 16 teams and was won by Hong Kong (Genius Gateball Zone) and the runners up were
Cambridge.

The Doubles event was opened by David Wilson, Board Member Croquet NSW and the Team event
was opened by Lake Macquarie Mayor Adam Shultz. Both were successful in hitting a ball through
the Ceremonial Gate.




We had a visit from NBN News on Thursday 16™ October and the item appeared on the local news
that evening — NBN News Broadcast - and we also had a chat with ABC Drive Newcastle on Thursday
9™ October talking about Gateball and promoting both the event and the Toronto Croquet Club.

Doubles Winners, Kristina and Glen Whitehead (Canberra), with Doubles Runners Up Kaelan
Sweatman (Moreton Bay) and Lee Wentworth (Southport). Winners were awarded medals from
Gateball Australia and carbon fibre Gateball Sticks from sponsors. Runners-up were awarded medals
from Gateball Australia and a watch timer and Crazy Arms from sponsors.


https://www.nbnnews.com.au/2025/10/16/australian-gateball-championships-roll-into-lake-macquarie/?fbclid=IwY2xjawOCF_FleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEeopJGdoUgS9fcnKPLlu10wWoadxPhHspYLGXUmYFqk3GbpJmIIcHVDo_uJfs_aem_ThIkRDmpOl0PjfIUc4uDuQ

Winners Hong Kong (Genius Gateball Zone), presented their trophy by Croquet Australia President,
Pat Habner. Winners were presented medals from Gateball Australia and event mugs and 3
numbered balls from sponsors.

Runners-up Cambridge, presented their medals by Mr Lin, Chairman of the Asia Pacific Gateball
Union and President of the Chinese Taipei Gateball Union. Winners were presented medals from
Gateball Australia and event mugs and 3 numbered practice balls from sponsors.



A BBQ was held on Saturday evening and gifts were exchanged between the Australian and
International teams. It was a wonderful evening of cultural exchange. The Pakistan team dressed in
traditional costume and in a special ceremony presented traditional head dress to some of the
organisers and players.

|

|

-

Prior to the event we provided the opportunity for some of the international players to visit
Blackbutt Reserve to see Australian native animals and birds including Rupert the Koala, who did not
disappoint with his barking, feeding and general cuteness.
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More coverage and photos of the event can be found on the Gateball Australia Facebook page and

the Gateball Australia website.

Videos of the live streaming of the semi-finals and the finals of the Team event can be found here:

Semi-finals live streaming

Finals live streaming

The live streaming had over 1800 views with viewers in Australia, Chinese Taipei (Taiwan), Hong
Kong, Japan and New Zealand. They are all great games to watch.

A huge thank you to everyone who was involved in hosting this event, Gateball Australia, Toronto
Croquet Club, Lake Macquarie Council, our sponsors ( Nichiyo, Gateball Solutions Australia Inc,
KCrown Metal Tech and CrazyArms who provided prizes for the winners and runners up), Youtube
Live Sports (live streaming) and of course the wonderful volunteers who assisted with everything
from First Aid, grounds and facility preparation, equipment management, refereeing and
timekeeping, food preparation, housekeeping, event management and administration and the
paperwork.

Ros Crowe

"GATEBALL

AUSTRALIA

National Coordinator — Gateball *
Aust. Board Member - World Gateball Union —J‘
Vice Chairman - Asia Pacific Gateball Union

International Referee


https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100057669091194
https://gateball.com.au/
https://www.youtube.com/live/LrybC0R4m9A
https://www.youtube.com/live/WA25_hzMkzI

